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KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS
OF GOD

President Heber J. Grant's Final Conference Message

Address presented at the Friday wiorn'nig session of the lloth aniiaal general

conjerenee , April 6, 11*45, in the Assembly Hall.

IT does not seem possible that another

six months have passed since we last

had the privilege of meeting here in a

general conference of the Church. Since

then much has happened—in our own lives

and in the events of the world. Since then,

I have been privileged to complete my

eighty-eighth year and to live into the

eighty-ninth year of my life. The Lord
has blessed and sustained us, both Sister

Clrant and me, and among the richest of

our blt'ssings are our brethren and sisters

and our friends, whose prayers in our behalf

have blessed our lives, and whose thought-

fulness in many Mays has made (nn* days

happier.

-1 rejoice exceedingly in the many bless-

ings of the gospel of Jesus Christ that we
enjoy. 1 rejo'ce in having the fellowship

aiul the faith and prayers and good feeling

of those with whom 1 associate. 1 rejoice

in the integrity, the faith, and the diligence

of those who ])reside in the vai" ous stakes of

Zion. I realize that we are beset with

faults and failings and imperfections, but

1 am convinced that almost without excep-

tion those who have the charge of the

Saints in the wards and stakes of Zion, and
in the missions are men of (lod, and that

their integrity is beyond question, and that,

if need be, they would be ready and will'ng

to lay down their lives for the advancement
of the kingdom of God. I believe that the

elders of Israel in all the different wards

and stakes of Zion earnestly desire to know
the mind and will of our Heavenlv Father,
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;iii<l tlinl llic\ MIX' ri';i(l\ jiiid willing lo do

;iii\ I liiii,!4 lli;it is williin llicir powci', to lul-

lill liial iiiiiid ;iii(l that will ;iii(l to carry it

out in tlicir lives. It is this integrity and
this dcsiri' that ^ivc nu' joy and satisfac-

tion, and tlial ciicoura^f me in the respon-

sibilities that de\dl\L' upon iiie.

Since we last met, tln' Clun'ch has I)een

called upon to mourn the passing of two of

oui' hi-etlu'eii of the (leneral Authorities,

liiothers Sanniel (). ]3ennion and Eufus

K. Hardy, botli of the First Council of the

Se\enty. I honoured them and loved

them. They wei'e true men of God, and

rendered great service in the Lord's latter-

day work. We miss them and shall con-

tinue to miss them in the presiding coun-

cils of the Church—but their place in our

Father's kingdom is assured. They were

valiant preachers of righteousness and will

receive the blessings of the valiant and of

the righteous. May God our Father give

his peace and comfort to their devoted

wives, Sister Hardy and Sister Bennion,

and to their fan^ilies.

Concerning Tithing and Other Principles.

I rejoice in the increased tithes and offer-

ings of this people, and in the increased

numbers who are fulfilling their financial

obligations to the Lord, and I hope and

pray that this principle and all the other

jirinciples of the gospel are being taught our

children in our homes, and in our Church
organizations.

It should be the pride of every bishop and
of every bishop's counsellor, and of the

president of every stake and his counsel-

lors, and of every officer and teacher, and
of every member of this Church, young and
old, that they earnestly and conscientiously

])ay their tithing. We are capable of

accomplishing this if we will only think so

and labour to that end.

I realize and ap]ireciate the fact that the

Lord could ]K_nu' out upon us an abundance
of the wealth of this world, that he could

make us all rich, because the mountains are

full of wealth, and he could open up
avenues to us that we could all become
wealthy, but in doing this we would have
have no opportunity of showing our faith

by oiu' works ; we would have no oppor-

tunity of developing our manhood and of

fitting and preparing ourselves by actual

labour to go back and dwell in the p)-esence

of our Ilea\enly Father.

As I understood the teachings of our
Jjord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they were
that it woulfl prfjHt no man if he should
gain the w IkjIc world and lose his own soul.

Jt is by the faithful discharge of the duties

and the obligations that rest upon us in the

Church of God that we are developed. It

is by the exercise of our mental faculties

that we im])ro\-e upon them; it is by the

exei'cise (jf oui- ])liysical powers that wu
strengthen them ; it is by the cultivation

and the exercise of our spirits that we grow
in spirituality, that we grow in the testi-

mony of the gospel, that we grow iq. the

ability and strength to accomplish the pur-

poses of our Heavenly Father upon the

earth.

On the subject of tithing I heard a very

splendid illustration given by a teacher in

one of our children's classes: She brought
with her ten beautiful red apples. She
explained that everything we have in the

world came to us from the Lord, and she

said, " Now, if I give one of you these ten

apples will you give me one of them back
again ? Now, any one of you children that

will do that, hold up your hand.!'

Of course, they all held up their hands.
Then she said, " That is what the Lord
does for us. He gives us the ten apples,

but he requests that we return one to him
to show our appreciation of that gift."

The trouble with some people is that

when they get the ten apples, they eat up
nine of them, and then they cut the other

in two and give the Lord half of what is

left. Some of them cut the apple in two
and eat up one-half of it and then hold up
the other half and ask the Lord to take a

bite. That is about as near as they see fit

to share properly and show their gratitude

to the Lord.

Our children often feel that we are under
obligation to them if they learn their

lessons in school : they feel that they have
done something that places the parents

under obligation, while, as a matter of fact,

they have learned their lessons, that for all

time will be of benefit to them individually.

Likewise, a great many people in the

Church act as though the Presidency of the

(Continued on page 101.)
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What Does It Mean to Have
a Testimony?
By DR. JOHN A. WIDTSOE

A TESTIMONY is a statement of cer-

tainty of belief in the gospel of Jesus

Christ. It is the highest type of know-
ledge. It comes as a revelation when
truth is known and obeyed. It is the pro-

l)rinciples froin

may learn any

duct of harmony with law. Once obtained,

it explains the purpose of life; it lightens

the duties of the day ; and it gives zest to

life. It is really man's chief possessign.

How may such a testimony be obtained?

Two conditions precede the actual build-

ing of a testimony. First, there must be

an earliest desire for certain knowledge of

truth. This desire must be of such a nature

that when truth is found, it is accepted,

though it may run counter to previous

teachings and traditions. Second, help in

the search must be sought iu ])ra\er froni

the unseen world, from the Lord. When
these two conditions are complied \\ith, the,

doors to a testimony will be thrown wide

open.

Upon such a foundation tlie search for a

testimony begins with a study of the gospel.

One must know the principles of the gos-

pel to bear proper witness of their truth.

It is not necessary to know all, but as far

as a person's knowledge goes, he can bear

testimony of its truth. It is so in any
pursuit of knowledge. The young chemist
may know only a small part of the vast

field covered by that science, but to that

which he has learned he can testify.

Yet, knowledge by itself is not sufficient.

Any person aaiay learn to understand gospel

books or teachers, as he
chapter in a textbook.

Nevertheless, he may remain an unbeliever.
Many a person knows the gospel as taught
by the Church, yet remains outside its pale.

The insufficiency of knowledge alone was
implied by James the apostle, when he
sa'd, "

. .
. the devils also believe, and

tremble."! Certainly they know, for they
were present in the great pre-existent coun-
e 1 when the plan of salvation was unfolded
by tlu' Father. They knew then its metes
and Ixunids, but refused to try it out. With
I her bari'eii knowledge they tremble for

fear of their own futures.

Whatever has been learned must be tried

out, used in the process of living. Then
we shall know of its truth. Knowledge of

the gospel must be incorporated into one's
life, else the testimony sounds hollow and
is without life. Only when knowledge is

used, can we win a full conviction, a cer-

tainty, of the truth of the gospel, and a full

comprehension of it.

In short, knowing and doing lead to the
revelation from God which we call a testi-

mony. Neither can do it alone. This
was the great message of James the
apostle, "... faith, if it hath not works,
is dead, being alone. "2

Therefore, they who want to know the
truth of the latter-day message must try
to live according to its requirements. They
must test the principle of meeting-going by
its observance, the Word of Wisdom by
obeying it, the law of tithing by compliance
with it. In this manner only, by putting
knowledge into action, can its truth be
established.

A person, however clever, who does not
do this, not only fails to receive a testi-

mony, but he also loses the right to pass
opinion on the principles of the gospel. He
cannot judge that which he does not know
and has not tried out.

There is nothing new in this principle.

Any layman of us may read books on
1 James 2 :19.

2 James 2 :17.
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astroiioniv , and thrill to tliu order and vast-

noss of the starry heavens as described by

others. Only, however, if that knowledge
awakens a desire, and touches our wills to

make ])ei'sonal exploration of the sky can

we become astronomers. The astronomer

mei'ges himself in the science. He goes

beyond the books, for he looks through the

telescope, examines the bands in the

s])ectroscope, and invades in every possible

manner the extent and hidden places of the

universe. Then he may indeed bear testi-

mony to astronomy.

Into such a testimony, derived from

knowing ;md doing, we can fit all knowledge
sacred and profane. By such a ;^estimony

we can judge every act whether it is right

or wrong. Such a testimony awakens a

l)assionate desire to conform to gospel law

and to win the rewards of gospel living.

Without such a testimony men walk in

darkness, unhap])y and fearful of to-

morrow.
How may a testimony be kept'.'

Since a testimony is a compound of

knowledge and the use of knowledge, it is

much as a living thing. It is never static,

like a stone. The small testimony may
grow larger, the large testimony become
smaller. Thefeore, it must be cared for,

as any other type of life. Our treatment

of it is of prime importance.

First, to keej) our testimony Ave must
feed it, regularly and plentifully. The
steps that lead to a testimony : desire,

prayer, study, and practice, must be trod-

den continuously. The desire for truth

should stamp our every act; help from God
in all things must be invoked ; the study of

the gospel, which has not been plurxibed to

its depth by any man, should be continued

;

and the practice of gospel principles, in all

our labours, must never be forgotten.

He who would retain his testimony is re-

quired to give constant study to the gospel.

He cannot live forever on that which he

leai-ned yesterday. By a little such study
every day, light will follow light, and under-

standing will increase. This is doubly
imjxirtant since we live in a changing world,

which requires continuous applications of

pospel truth to new conditions.

To keep his testimony, a person must in-

crease in the use of gospel principles.

There must be stricter conformitv with the

higher as well as the lesser laws of life

—

more activity in Church service; increasing

charity and kindness; greater, sacrifice for

the common good ; more readiness to help

advance the plan of salvation ; more truth in

all we do. And as our knowledge of gospel

law increases, our activity under gospel law
must increase.

By such feeding, a testimony may be

kept ; may remain whole and sound ; and
may grow to become an increasingly certain

guide, and a constant joy in lif(5. lliere

is no other way to preserve a testimony.

Look about you. Have you not seen

people who have fed their testimonies'.' Is

it not good to be with them?
How may a testimony be lost ?

A testimony, being a living thing, may
die. Sorrowfully, all of us may have seen

such a passing. Witness the life of any
apostate. Refuse to do the things that

lead to a testimony, and, gradually, it will

starve, wither, and perish. It does not

matter how strong it may have been. It

must be fed to be kept alive.

Starvation of a testimony usually begins

with failure to keep properly in touch witli

divine forces, to pray. Then, desire to

learn and to live the gospel law soon

weakens. Sacred covenants are forgotten.

Study of the gospel is set aside for some
other study or activity. There is less and
less participation in the life of the Church.
Eyes are blurred so that the laws of life

are forgotten.

There are many attacks by the evil one
upon a weakening testimony. Commonly,
a feeling of superiority, ending in ambition

for ofttce, overshadows all else and leads to

testimony stravation. Personal ambition

has always been a destructive force in

human lives. Sometimes and closely re-

lated to the feeling of superiority, are false

interpretations of scripture. These rise to

such magnitude, though at variance with

accepted, revealed doctrine, that they en-

danger the spiritual life of the individual.

The various cults that arise, like nuish-

rooms, from time to time, are but varia-

tions of this manner of destroying a testi-

mony. They can always be recognized, for

they are in opposition to some principle or

regulation of the Church.

Most frequently, however, the loss of a

(Continued on page 106.)
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Keep the Commandments of Cod.—From page

98.

Church, or the presidency of the stake, or

the bishopric of their ward are under

obhgation to them if they obey the Word
of "Wisdom or if they obey the law dehvered

to us regarding tithing, or any other prui

ciple of the gospel. They feel that they

have done something tiiat places the

Church, or the authorities of the Church
locally, or the General Authorities, under

obligation to them. But every law that

is given to us in the Church is for our own
individual benefit.

I wish to impress upon the workers in

all the organizations of the Church, the

need for labouring prayerfully, untiringly,

and diligently at this time to persuade the

youth of Zion to be more faithful, more
diligent in all their obligations and respon-

sibihties, in safeguarding their virtue, and

in observing what is known as the Word of

Wisdom. I feel that while there are tens

of thousands of your young men who are

doing this, there may also be some who
in order to be counted as hail-fellows-well-

met, may be tempted to become careless

and forgetful.

I ask our young people, wherever they

are in all the world, to remember well all

of their principles and ideals, under all

conditions and circumstances, when they

are at home, and when they are away from
home.
There is nothing like looking after people.

It is just the same in the gospel as it is in

business. If a man does not look after his

trade, it is sure to go from him. We must
look after the people, our young people and
all others, no matter where they may go,

if we hope to keep them in the line of their

duty

.

To Our Young Men in the Armer Forces.

Our hearts, our thoughts, and our prayers

go out to those who are in the armed
forces. It would appear from all the figures

we can gather, that more than one hundred
thousand of our young men are in the ser-

vices of their country, in uniform. We
pray for them continually. We pray for

the preservation of their lives and for their

faithfulness to those things which are dearer

than life.

We say to you again to be clean, to keep

the commandments of God, to pray, to live

righteously ; and if you do, peace and under-

standing will come into your hearts, and our

Father in heaven will comfort you ; and will

let his presence be felt in the hour of your
need.

Young men of Zion, when you return to

your homes, return with clean hands and
clean hearts—and great will be your happi-

ness, your faith and your testimony. Your
brethren and your loved ones cherish you,

pray for you, and await the day of your
coming.

And I pray with all my heart that if there

are those who have made mistakes, that

they will repent; and by this we may know
that they have repented—that they will

confess their sins and depart from them.
To Those Who Are in Sorrow.

Into many of our homes sorrow has come
since last conference. In the days ahead

we must face the fact that more homes and
more families will be broken by news of

death and of other tragedies. May the

})eace and comfort of our Father in heaven
bring its healing influence to all who are

called upon to mourn and to bear affliction.

And may we be strengthened with the

understanding that being blessed does not

mean that we shall always be spared all the

disappointments and difficulties of life.

We all have them, even though our troubles

differ. I have not had the same kind of

trials that others have had to undergo, yet

I have had my full share. When, as a

young man, I lost my wife and my only-

two sons, 1 was earnestly trying with all

my heart to keep the commandments of the

Lord, and my household and I were observ-

ing the Word of Wisdom and entitled to the

blessings of life. I have been sorely tried

and tempted, but I am thankful to say that

the trials and temptations have not been
any greater than I was able to endure, and
with all my heart I hope that we may never
have anything more to endure than we will

• be blessed of the Lord with the ability to

withstand.

And may we always remember, because
it is both true and comforting, that the

death of a faithful man is nothing in com-
parison to the loss of the inspiration of t^e

good spirit. Eternal life is the great prize,

and it will be ours, and the joy of our
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h'iillKT ill heaven in welcoming us will be

great, it' we do right ; and there is nothing

so great that can be done in this life by

anyone, as to do right. The Lord will

hear and answer the prayers we offer to

him and give us the things we pray for if

it is for our best good. He never will and

never has forsaken those who serve him

with full purpose of heart; but we must

always be jirepared to say " Father, tin-

will be done."

May the Lord bless and keep you who are

away from home, and bless your wives and

your children, your mothers and your

fathers.

May God bless and preserve the Saints

and the righteous everywhere, in all

nations, in the far-off islands, and in lands

torn by war, as well as here among us. To

all faithful, we extend anew the hand of

fellowship, and hold you in remembrance

before God ; and may he accomplish liis

purpose, overrule in the affairs of nations,

hasten the end of the war and of wicked-

ness, and bring peace on earth.

Work, Thrift, and Integrity.

I plead with all the Saints at this time,

as all my predecessors in the presidency of

the Church have done, to be honest, truth-

ful, industrious, and thrifty ; to get out of

debt ; to prepare for the time when money
may not flow as freely as it does now.

Even now, we are told that there will

be leaner days ahead—notwithstanding that

the war has progressed as far as it has.

Let all of us who can, raise what we can

of our own food and sustenance. Let all

of us be industrious and useful to the full

extent of our strength and ability. We
are told to earn our bread by the sweat of

the brow. I believe there may a dis-

position on the part of some Latter-day

Saints to say, "Well, after we get to be

sixty-five we will not have to work any

more." There should be in the heart of

every man and woman, the cry, " I am
going to live and work. There is nothing

given to me but time in which to live, and
I am going to endeavour each day of my
life to do some labour which will be accept-

able in the sight of my Heavenly Father,

and if it is possible, do a little better to-day

than I did yesterday." It is an easy thing

to throw a dollar to a man, but it requires

sympathy and a heart to take an interest

in him and try to plan for his welfare and
benefit.

And it is a principle of the gospel of

Jesus Christ, now, as it always has been,

to help every man to help himself—to help

every child of our Father in heaven to work
out his own salvation, both temporarily and
spiritually.

Rcspoii.'iibiJitij of Leadership.

I pray for the righteous among Jill

peoples. 1 ask the Lord to bless those

who preside in the nation ; in the states, in

the cities, and in the counties. I pray God
to inspire the people that they will obey
his conamandments and elect good men to

positions of ])ublic responsibility that they

will bury their political differences, their

personal ambitions, and selfish interests,

and seek for good men to hold office.

I tell you it is the duty of the presidency

of this Church to ask the people to do any-

thing, and everything that the inspiration

of God tells them to do, and you need have
no fear that any man will ever stand at the

head of the Church of Jesus Christ unless

our Heavenly Father wants him to be there.

Several times I have gone to meetings in

the old Endowment House, knowing that a

certain matter was to be discussed, and my
iTiind was as perfectly set upon a certain

position on that question as it is possible

for a man to have his mind set, and I

believe I am as decided in my opinions as

the majority of people. (I have heard it

said that there is nobody as stubborn as a

Scotchman except a Dutchman : and I am
Scotch on my father's side and Dutch on
my mother's.) And although I have gone
to meetings determined in favour of a cer-

tain line of policy, I have willingly and
freely voted for the exact opposite of that

policy, because of the inspiration of the

Lord when they thought they could not

accomplish those labours. They have re-

turned and been able to bear testimony that

by and with the help of the Lord they had
been able to accom])lish the labour placed

upon them.

The Lord gives to many of us the still,

small voice of revelation. It conies an

vividly and strongly as though it were with
a great sound. It comes to each man,
according to his needs and faithfulness, for
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guidance in matters that pertain to his

own life. For the Churh as a whole it

comes to those who have been ordained to

speak for the Church as a whole—and I say

to you again, that it is the duty of the

presidency of this Church to ask the people

to do anything and everything that the in-

spiration of God tells them to do. We a*

Latter-day Saints, holding the priesthood of

God, should magnify it, and we should

respect the General Authorities of the

Church; and as we respect them, God will

respect us.

There is but one path of safety for the

Latter-day Saints, and that is the path of

duty. It is not a testimony only; it is not

marvellous manifestations ; it is not know-

ing that thfe gospel of Jesus Christ is true,

that it is the plan of salvation—it is not

actually knowing that the Saviour is the

Redeemer, and that Joseph Smith was his

prophet, that will save you and me; but

it is the keeping of the commandments of

God, living the life of a Latter-day Saint.

I pray constantly for all the oflticers of

this Church, whether in the priesthood or

in the auxiliary associations. I am sure,

in my secret prayers* particularly, that 1

never forget, morning or night, those that

have been called to preside, to direct the

affairs in the priesthood quorums and in the

auxiliary associations. My prayer is that;

each of you holding a place of responsibility

shall so order your lives that they shall bo

examples of diligence and energy and of the

Spirit of the Living God, that can be

followed in every part by those over whom
If we do this, what a wonderful power

we shall have with the Lord in the further-

ance of his mighty purposes in the earth.

If we keep his commandments, our in-

fluence will be not only with the world, but

with our own young people. Their

strength and power will be multiplied if we
shall succeed in having them feel the neces-

sity of observing the commandments of

God, particularly concerning the principles

of clean and righteous living.

I say to all Latter-day Saints : keep the

commandments of God. That is my key-

note—just these few words: l<cep the

commandincnts of God !

CJoRing Tcxihnonii.

The most glorious thing that has ever

happened in the history of the world since

the Saviour himself lived on earth, is that

God himself saw fit to visit the earth with

his beloved, only begotten Son, our

Kedeemer and Saviour, and to appear to

the boy Joseph. There are thousands and
hundreds of thousands who have had a per-

fect and individual testimony and know-
ledge of this eternal truth. The gospel in

its purity has been restored to the earth,

and I want to emphasize that we as

a people have one supreme thing to do, and
this is to call upon the world to repent of

sin, and to obey the commandments of

God. And it is our duty above all others

to go forth at liome and abroad, as times

and ciicumstances permit, and proclaim the

gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is our

duty also to be mindful of those children

of our Father who have preceded us in

death without a knowledge of the gospel,

and to open the door of salvation to them
in our temples, where we also have obliga-

tions to perform.

I bear witness to you that I do know that

God lives, that he hears and answers
prayer; that Jesus is the Christ, the

Eedeemer of the world ; that Joseph Smith
was and is a prophet of the true and living

God; and that Brigham Young and those

who have succeeded him were, and are,

likewise prophets of God.
I do not have the language at my com-

mand to express the gratitude to God for

this knowledge that I possess. Time and
time again my heart has been melted, my
eyes have wept tears of gratitude for the

knowledge that He lives and that this gos-

pel called Mormonism is in very deed the

plan of life and salvation, that it is in very
deed the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

That God may help you and me and every-

one to live it, and that he may help those
who know not the truth, that they may
receive this witness, is my constant and
earnest prayer, and I ask it in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS
DUiJJJAN JiliANCH.
Louis DiDwaii, PrcHidcnt, 187, Moiilpillicr

Road, Durban.

Jiro. Louis ])uiican has bucn to Pieter-

uuiritzburg twice during the past month,

and whilst there visited with Sisters

McC'atliie and Nielsen. These two sisters

arc certainly keeping the gospel alive in the

capital of Natal. Sister Christina Francina

Lloyd has been set apart as first counsellor

to Sister Charlotte M. Hancock in the

Relief Society. Miss Vacey-Lyie, a very

old friend of the Church, Ifas been in hospi-

tal, but we are happy to report that she is

now sufificiently recovered to return home.

On Tuesday, 31st July, the Mutual Im-
provement Association are sponsoring their

first social in Durban. Tliere is every

promise of it being a really bumper affair.

Keep your &yes on Durban. Word has been

received from Pietermaritzburg of the safe

arrival home of Murray McCathie ; we join

with Sister McCathie in the joy that is hers.

POET ELIZABETH.
Uohcft K. F. DoUcr, President, 18, CaJtJi-

)icss street, Walmer, Port Elizabeth, C. P.

August 2nd a very successful Beetle

Drive was held for the Port Elizabeth

Primary Class, about 50 members and

friends were present and all had a good

time ; also August 6tli the Primary had an

outing at Humewood Beach. On August

30th a Social is prepared for the Eelief

Society of the Branch. Sister Vera Smith

on August 1st became the bride of Mr.

Hubert Q. Lawson, of Brooklyn, New
York, U.S.A., Our congratulations and

Lest wishes for a long, happy life.

EAST LONDON.
B. A. T. Jubber, l, Nahoon Viea- lUxid,

SoutJiern Wood, East London, C.P.

Bro. Lance -Tiibber reports his grand-

ftither, Bro. B. A. T. Jubber, has recovered

from a very serious illness, for which we
are gratefuL A Sunday School Kinder-

garten Class is being organized and Eelief

Society Sewing and Study Classes are being

arranged. Bro. and Sister Knickelbines

have moved near the Gulu Eiver about 25

miles from East London.

AlOWBEAY BRANCH.
TJtovias Wilson, " St. George Villa,''

Forest Road, Rondebosch, C.P.

The 24th July Social was a fine success;

a dinner was served to 125 people and the

evening was enjoyed, with a programme and
dance. Saturday, August 4th, a luncheon
was served to all members of the Mowbray
Eelief Society ; the occasion was in honour
of the Eelief Society Presidency of last

year. Wednesday, August 8th, Sister

Catherhie Decker and Mr. Edwin G.

Devenish we]'e united in marriage by Presi-

dent June B. Sharp at " Cumorah "; our

heartiest congratulations. Bro. and Sister

J. Goulden Evans are at " Cumorah "

awaiting shipping facilities back to the

States ; an Open House Social was held at

the Mission Home in their honour on
Monday, xlugust 13th. Many members
and friends attended, refreshments were
served by LaJune Sharp, Felecia Fourie,

Mercia Muir and Helen Sharp. The
Evans family sailed for America August
21st. On Wednesday evening, August
15th, thanksgiving services were held at

Cumorah "; many Saints and friends

attended to offer their thanks for the

conclusion of the war. Each Wednesday
evening games are being enjoyed by the

young folks of the Mowbray 13ranch in tlie

Eecreational Hall. /

TEANSVAAL DISTEICT.
Norman G. Muir, President, 11, Johannes

Street, TroijvilJc, Johannesburg.
Springs Braneh.

Reford Fatter, President, 67, 5th Street,

Xewtownship, Springs.

Bro. and Sister John Troskie have re-

moved to Liahona Branch;; their fine ser-

vices will be missed. Bro. Tom Hancock
has taken a four months" holiday in Dur-
ban, doctor's orders.

Liahona Branch.
Ariel T. Smith, President, 61, Victoria

Street, Roscttenvillc, Johannesburg.
We welcome back in our midst Bro. Ira

A- Muir, who returned safely after being a

P.O.W. since the fall of Tobruk. Before
returning to South Africa he enjoyed a short

(Continued on page 108.)
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Sunday School Sacrament Gem
and Concert Recitations for

October, 1945

SACRAMENT GEM.

Prepare our minds that we may see

The beauties of Thy grace

;

Salvation purchased on that tree

For all who seek Thy face.

GOSPEL DOCTRINE.
" The weak things of the world shall

come forth and break down the mighty and

strong ones . . . that mine everlasting cove-

nant might be established and the fulness

of my gospel proclaimed unto the ends of

the world."—]), and C. 1:19-22.

GOSPEL MESSAGE.

Thou slialt not be idle: for he that is

idle shall not eat the bread of the labourer."

D. and C. 42:42.

SENIORS.

Ye know not what mannei' of s})irit ye are

of. For the Son of Man is not come to

destroy men's lives, but to save them.

Luke 9:55-50.

JUNIORS.

A good name is rather to be chosen
than great riches, and loving favours rather
than silver and gold."—Proverbs 22:1.

INTERMEDIATE CLASSES.

Thou shall worship the Lord thy God,
and Him only shalt thou serve.—Luke 4:8.

PRIMARY.

For we nuist share, if we would keep
Our blessings from above.

Ceasing to give, we cease to have,

Such is the law of love."

KINDERGARTEN.

The pretty tlowers that open,

The little birds that sing.

Tell that our Heavenly Father
Has given us evervthing.

Branch Teacher's Message,
October, 1945

''Sustaining the General Authorities
of the Church"

NO Latter-day Saint is compelled to sus-

tain the General Authorities of the

Church. When given the opportunity to

vote on the proposition in any of the several

conferences held throughout the Church, he

may indicate his willingness to sustain them
by raising his right hand; he may manifest

his opposition in like manner ; or he may
ignore the opportunity entirely. There is

no element of coercion or force in this or

any other Church procedure.

However, there is the princijjle of honour
involved in the member's choice. When a

person raises his hand to sustian Church
leaders as " prophets, seers, and revela-

tors," it is the same as a promise 'and a

covenant to follow their leadership and to

abide by their counsel as the living oracles

of God. Consequently, any subsequent act

or word of mouth whicJi is at variance with

the will of the Lord as taught by the leaders

of the Church places the sincerity of such

person in serious doubt. One could scarcely

have claim upon complete integrity, if he
raises his hand to sustain the Authorities of

the Church and then proceeds in opposition

to their counsel.

Any Latter-day Saint who denounces or

opposes, whether actively or otherwise, any
]ilan or doctrine advocated by the " pro-

phets, seers and revelators " of the Church
is cultivating the spirit of apostasy. One
cannot speak evil of the Lord's anointed

and retain the Holy Spirit in his heart.

It should be remembered that Lucifer

has a very cunning way of convincing un-

suspecting souls that the General x\uthori-

ties of the Church are as likely to be wrong
as they are to be right. This sort of game
is Satan's favourite pastime, and he has

])i'actised it on believing souls since Adam.
He wins a great victory when he can get

members of the Church to speak against

their leaders and .to " do their own think-

ing." He specializes in suggesting that

our leaders are in error while he plays the

blinding rays of apostasy in the eyes of

those whom he thus beguiles. . W^hat cun-

ning ! And to think that some of our
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iiu'iubcrs are deceived l)v this trickery.

THE FOLLOWING WOKDS OF"^ THE
PliOPHET JOSEPH SMITH SHOULD
BE MEAIOlilZEl) ]iY EVEllY LATTER-
DAY SALNT AN]) HEPEATED OFTEN
ENOUGH TO INSURE THEIR NEVER
BEING FORGOTTEN :

—
/ (jive ijoH one of the KajH of the ntijs-

terics of the Kingdom. It Is a)i eternal

prinriple, that has existed with God from.

III! eteniitij: That man wlio rises up to eoii-

(Ic 111)1 otJters, finding fault ivitli the Church,

sdijiiig that tJieg are out of the way, while

he himself is rigliteous, then hnow as-

siircdlij, that tliat inan is in the high road

to apostasij : and if he does not repent, will

apostati.ve, as God lives. {Teachings of the

Prophet .loseph Smith, pp. 156-157.)

When oui' leaders speak, the thinking has

been done. When they propose a phm—it

is God's phm. When they point the way,

there is no other which is safe. Wht.-n they

give direction, it should mark the end of

controversy. God works in no other way.

To think otherwise, without immediate re-

pentance, may cost one his faith, may
destroy his testimony, and leave* him a

stranger to the kingdom of God.
From The Inipruvcment Era.

What Does It Mean to Have a Testimony?

—

From page 100.

testimony is due to hnding fault with one's

fellow believers, and with the leadership of

the Church. Every action of bishop, stake

president, or General Authority seems
wrong, to such unfortunate people. Their

vision distorts the world and all in it.

A dying testimony is easily recognized.

The organizations and practices of the

Church ai'e ignored; the radio takes the

place of the sacrament meeting
;

golf or

motion pictures, Ihe Sunday worship; the

cup of coffee, instead of the Word of Wis-
dom; the cold, selfish hand instead of

helpfulness, charity for the poor, and the

pa} ment of tithing.

Soon, the testimony is gone, and the

former ]K)Ssessor walks about, somewhat .

sour and discontented, and always in his

heart, unhappy. He has lost his most
ju'ecious possession, and has found nothing
to replace it. He has lost inward freedom,
the gift of obedience to law.

From The rmprovement Era.

District Highlights.- Kroiii page 104.

stay at Jirighton. J)on Vice and his

sister j)aphne are spending their leave in

Margate. The Branch made two special

visits to Springs on the 5tli and Krugers-
do)'p on the 12th.

Krugcrsdorp IhiDich.

Davil Banfield, President, 23, Sterl-fontein

Road, District Township, Krugcrsdorp.
Holidays have takert Sister Joy Goodway

to Vereeniging and Sister Geyer to ])ui'ban.

The Peter Fouche family from Kimberley
are visiting in Roodepoort with his parents.

Pretoria Branch.

Bro. i. C. Louw's ^'isit on the 5th was
imicli enjoyed and a fine spiritual meeting
was held with a good attendance. Bro.
and Sister Keselaar, fiom A^illeria, were
A'isitors at our meeting ; we were made
happy to see them.
North Western Branch.
Wi)i. H. B rammer. President, 87, Alberts

Road, NcwhDids, Johannesburg.
Special visits have been made to Bro.

Folschenk and to the Joubert family in

Edenvale. Twenty -two members attended
our meeting August 5th. Our

.
District

President, Norman G. Muir, was in attend-
ance and spoke at the meeting. All the

members of the Branch are well and enjoy-

ing the blessings of our Heavenly Father.
Ramah Branch.
Franl- Donhi, President, 387, Highlands

Road, Kensington, Johannesburg.
A tine fai'ewell pai'ty was given in honour

of Bro. and Sister J. Goulden Evans and
Iheir family at Ramah on 26th July. Good
crowds assembled at the station to see

Mary, Kent and Richard off on the SOtli

July, and Bro. and Sister Evans off on the
2nd August when they left for Cape Town
en route for their homes in the States. We
all join in wishing them a safe and happy
journey. Sister M. Kelly is on holiday in

the Cape. Two deacons were ordained in

the Branch, Richard Evans on the 29th
-July and Norman Ivan Muir on 5th August

;

both the fathers felt it a great privilege to

ordain their sons to the Aaronic Priesthood.

A Special Pioneer Service was held Sunday
evening, July 29th. We enjoyed the short

visit of Mr. and Sister Fourie, and Sister

Fourie was the speaker Sunday evening,

12th August; they have been on holiday in

Southern Rhodesia.



September, 1945. CUMORAH'S SOUTHERN MESSENGER. 107

Br goi.lV

Bobby's Good Turn.
Sunday School Teacher: "How many of you

made someone happy last week P All rif!;ht,

Bobhy, and what did you do?"
Boijhy : "I went to see my grandmother and

she was happy wlien I went home."
Millennial Star.

She Was Right.
" Did your husband get hurt badly when he

was liit bv a ear, Liza? "

" Yassuh, he suffered from eoutlusiou of the

brain."
" You mean concussion of the brain, don't

you, Liza.P "

"No, suh. I mean conclusion—he's daid !

"

Millennial Star.
B B

Stretching.
Tourist in village store: " Waddye got in the

shape of automobile tires? "

Saleslady: "Funeral wreaths, life preservers,
invalid cushions and dough nuts."

The Instructor.

No Cause to Worry.
Three partners were riding in a train, and

one of them said: " We forgot to lock the safe

in our office !

"

Another said: "What are you worrying
about—we're all here together aren't we."

Millennial Stai-.

We All Do It.

A num was in a barber's chair getting shaved
when somebody ran into the shop and said:

"Hey, Smith, your home is on fire!'' He
jumped out of the chair, ran about a block up
the street, stopped suddenly and said: "What
am I running for—my name isn't Smith."

Millennial Star.
D

Lost.

Officer: "What's the big idea? What are

you men doing climbing trees and crawling
through bushes? "

Private: " AVell, sir, we camouflaged the gun
before lunch. Now we can't find it."

Millennial Star.

Beats.
Voter: "What do they mean by the City's

pulse ?
"

Politico: "Oh, I suppose they mean the
policeman's beat."

The Instructor.

Dark.
P^irmer : "What are you doing here?"
Man : " Courting."
Farmer: "Courting wi' a lantern? I had

no lantern when I went courting.''
Man: "I guess not; I've seen your missus."

The Instructor.
o o

Wag.
The reason a dog has so many friends is that

his tail wags instead of his tongue.
The Instructor.

March.
" What is it, Julia, that comes in like a lion

and gees out like a lambp
" Father."

The Instructor.

Slow.
" Have you forgotten that five pounds you

owe me?

"

" Certainly not. Didn't you see me try to

dodge into that doorway."
The Instructor.

D

Ho:
Ho:
Ho:

dav! "

Watch.
" I have a watch, but it doesn't run."
' Whv don't you throw it away?"
" I should say not. It's right twice a

The Instructor.
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THE STANDARD WORKS
FlvOAl time to time reports sire made to

the effect that some Latter-(hiy Saint

hoiiK's ai'c without the Staiuhird Works of

the Church that actually there are famihes

which hick the scriptures containing the

written word of Ood.

As followers of the Lord, we cannot afford

to he \\ithout a knowledge of his works in

times ])ast, of h's appeals to the people as

made through his prophets, and of the

ministry of the Christ himself during his

mortal ministry. As a peoyjle we should

be constant readers of the scriptures, that

we may be enlightened by the inspiration

to be found therein, that we may under-

stan<l sound doctrine, and that we ma}
escape being wafted about by the false

teachings and theories of men. The scrip-

tures will help us to teach our children the

way of life, help them to understand the

conunandments of the Lord, and give them
an appreciation of prayer and the clean

life. The scriptures are invaluable and
indispensable.

The Standard Works of the Church—
the Bible, the Bool; of Moniiox, the Doc-
trine and Covenants, and the Pearl of

Great Price, .should be in every home,
and should be read in every home.
Many educators have said that persons

are simply not well educated if they do not

have a knowledge of the Bible. That
volume contains history which all should

know. It contains the record of the hand-
dealings of God with his people, and is an
e\idence to all mankind that God does live.

It conta'ns the basis of fundamental law,

and the ]H'oper relationships that should

exist ill the human race. It teaches the

responsibilities of family life, and provides

for us a moral code without which civiliza-

tion will ])erish. It provides inspirational

reading, for children and for adults.

Parents and children together should read

and enjoy it. It is the world's best seller.

Pai'ents are constantly endeavouring to

convert their o\\ n children to the truth of

the gospel, which is proper and in accord-

ance with the instructions of the Lord.

Have parents considered the fact tliat the

Book of Morinon is regarded by many
mssionaries as tlieir best tract, and that it

has been a powerful instrument in the con-

version of people in all the missions of the

world '.' Then let the parents read the

Book of Mormon for their own benefit, and
encourage their children to do likewise. It

will go far to help convert the children to

the restored gospel.

Speaking of the Doctrine a'nd Cove:riants,

President Grant one time said

:

" / wish that I had the abilittj to im-

press upon the Latter-day Saints the

necessity of searching the comrnandnicnts

of God— the revelations from the Lord,

the Creator of heaven and earth—as con-

tained in the Doctri^ie and Covenants. If

u-e as a people would live up to those

wo)iderful revelations that have come to

us, we would be a bright and shining

light to all the world."

This volume, togethei' with the Book of

Mormon and Pearl of Great Price, consti-

tutes the additional scriptural light which
God gave to us through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. These books contain new revela-

tions from God, given in our time. They
are of tremendous importance. Concern-
ing them the Lord himself said :

Studg )nii word which hath gone

forth among the children of )nen, and
also Ktudg m ij word which shall come
forth a)nong the children of men . . . yea

iDitil you have obtained all which I shall

grant unto the children of men in this

goieration , and then shall all things be.

added thereto." (Doc. and Cov. 11 : 22 )

It should be the responsibility of everv

Latter-day Saint to have in his library, all

t)f the Standard Works of the Church, and
the books should be read regularly and
carefully. Such reading will bring new
light, ne\\' hoj^e and new confidence—as

well as con^ersion—to the hearts of all who
read.

Editorial

—
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